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The court of appeals within a given district reviews 
cases appealed to it from the federal trial (district) 
courts. The courts of appeals were intended to reduce 
the number of appeals from the district courts that had 
to be heard by the Supreme Court. Thus, the courts 
of appeals have the power, or jurisdiction, to review 
the decisions of the district courts. They also review 
orders of federal administrative bodies such as the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the National 
Labor Relations Board (NLRB), or the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC). The caseload of the 
courts of appeals is shown in Figure 9.4.

Today, there are 13 courts of appeals, each pre-
sided over by a court of appeals judge. The United 
States is divided into 13 regions, or circuits, each of 
which has a court of appeals associated with it (see 
Figure 9.5). Each circuit is identified by a number. 
Eleven of the circuits include three or more states. One 
circuit encompasses the District of Columbia, and one 

(the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit) hears cases from the fed-
eral government, so it is a jurisdictional rather than a geographic circuit. The 
circuit courts are generally found in larger metropolitan areas, and appellants 
must travel to that location to have their cases heard. Each circuit has at least 
six permanent judges available to hear cases on a rotating basis. Typically, 
panels of three judges hear cases, but in some important cases, all of the judges 
may participate. When this happens, the case is said to be heard en banc.

55,260

55,803

41,942

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Number of Cases in Thousands

Filed

Terminated

Pending

U.S. Courts of Appeals Case-
load: Appeals Filed,  

  Terminated, and Pending  
  During June 2013–June 2014

FIGURE 9.4

United States Courts

WA

OR

CA

NV

ID

MT

WY

UT
CO

KS

OK

MO

AR

LA

MS AL GA

FL

TN

KY VA MD

DC

DE

NC

SC

TX

AK

HI

NM
AZ

NE IA

SD

ND

MN
WI MI

IL
IN OH

PA
NJ

NY

ME

MA

CT

VT

NH

RI

1 2

PR
VI

3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11

Map of Federal Circuit CourtsFIGURE 9.5

Federal Bar Association


